
April 16, 2020 

Guidance on Burials, Community Cemeteries, Family Plot Burials and Related Services 

EMERGENCY NAVAJO NATION CHAPTER PLAN 

Public Health State of Emergency for the entire Navajo Nation: Commission on Emergency 

Management, President Jonathan Nez, and Vice-President Myron Lizer - CEM-20-03-11. 

Public Health Emergency Orders: Navajo Department of Health, Navajo Office of Environmental 

Health & Protection Program - Public Health Emergency Order Nos. 2020-001, 2020-003, 2020-004. 

Navajo Nation Laws, Regulations, and Policies: Burials, 13 N.N.C. §1901-§1906. Cemeteries, 13 

N.N.C. §1951-§1953; Navajo Nation Council Resources and Development Committee Resolution No. 

RDCO-74-16; Navajo Nation Council Advisory Council Resolution No. ACMA-39-86. 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) Guidelines and Guidance for Tribal Communities on Burial Services 

at https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/tribal/faq-burial-practice.html 

I. Guidance to the Grieving Family

To the extent that Chapters administer community cemeteries, the following is a guide for Chapters and 

their membership to follow during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

A. Chapters are currently closed to the public but may be providing essential governmental services.

Requests for chapter services shall be made to the Chapter's email address. Please visit the

Chapter website to obtain the Chapter's email address. Even if you are able to contact a Chapter

Official or Chapter employee by phone or any other means, the request for services shall be

followed-up through the official Chapter email address.

B. It is highly recommended, to perform all funeral planning over the phone, instead of in-person.

The Navajo Nation has requested local funeral homes to plan event details by phone. Such

funeral homes can email their price lists and packages, as well as any paperwork that needs to

be signed (see list of approved Mortuaries).

C. No more than ten (10) individuals may attend funeral services. Any concerns should be reported

to HCOC/Safety Operations at (928) 871-7889.

D. Family members shall instruct certain family members to stay at home:

1. At-Risk members such as: a) individuals over the age of 65; b) those who have chronic

lung disease or moderate to severe asthma; c) anyone with a serious heart conditions; d)

those who are immunocompromised; e) those who are obese with a body mass index of

40 or higher; f) diabetics individuals; g) chronic kidney disease undergoing dialysis;

and h) those with liver disease.
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